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Summer Migrants 
The Hobby (falco subbuteo) is back at Lound. It was 
first spotted in early May and is frequently sighted 
doing wonderful aerial flight displays up and down 
the lakes catching dragonflies and small birds. 
Hobbies are the size of a kestrel and a similar shape 
of a swift. They have grey/blue under parts and 
adults have red 'trousers'. When seen up close you 
can make out its black 'moustache and eye 
makeup'. The hobby will return to Africa in August or 
September.  
 

Other summer migrants to Lound Lakes are the Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus) and Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus.) These tiny birds 
manage to fly over the Sahara desert and make it back to the reedbed at Lound 
where they make a warbling racket! Reed warblers are said to sound more repetitive 

and have a lower pitch compared to the sedge 
warblers.  Luckily, a reed warbler nested right outside 
of one of the bird hide windows, making identification a 
little easier than usual! 
  
Kingfisher 
Kingfishers are frequently seen around the bird hide 
and the volunteers at Lound have recently created a 
kingfisher perch in clear view from the hide. Keep an 
eye out for any birds making use of the new perch and 
if anyone is lucky enough to photograph a kingfisher on 
the post please email them to Holly Berwick for the 
photo wall in Fen Barn. 

 
Events  
The events at Lound have been a great success and 
enjoyed by all who attended. The 20 people that 
managed to arrive at the reserve before 5am to listen 
to nature’s orchestra on 'National Dawn Chorus Day' 
were certainly not disappointed. Songs of the reed and 
sedge warbler, blackcap, goldcrest and chiffchaff were 
identified by Robert Wilton and Andrew Easton from 
Lounge Lizards. The group were delighted to see a 

barn owl glide through the woods right in front on them and on 
the return to Fen Barn we rescued an injured hedgehog. The 
East Norfolk Ringer managed to net and ring a garden 
warbler, white throat, great spotted wood pecker and a lot of 
other common English birds.  
 

The Creatures of the Night event was thoroughly enjoyable 
despite bad weather and we were lucky enough to see a 
variety of bats including the 'Soprano pipistrel' (Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus) and 'Serotine' (Eptesicus serotinus) out and about 
regardless of the rain. Mick Finnemore gave a great talk on 
bats in East Anglia and Phil Heath introduced us to the world 
of moths.  
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Environment Agency Ragwort Pulling 
A group of staff from the EA came to 
Lound to help pull ragwort on the 
meadows as one on their 
‘Environmental Leave’ days. They set 
a wonderful example to all other 
environmentally minded organisations 
by cycling to the reserve from the train 
station at Haddiscoe and some of the 
more athletic volunteers even cycled 
back to Norwich! It wasn’t all hard 

work and they were rewarded by a wildlife walk around the reserve in the afternoon 
which included sightings a grass snake and a stunning Emperor dragonfly laying her 
eggs by the hide. 
 
Orlando Dog Club Donation  
A big thank you to the Orlando Dog Training Club who have kindly donated £300 to 
Friends of Lound Lakes. The money will put towards recycled benches from a local 
company, ‘Purtons’. The benches are made from 100% reclaimed polystyrene (they 
are much stronger than they sound!) and last over 30 years, needing no treatment 
during their life time.  
 
Schools Week at Lound Lakes  
Between the 23rd and 27th of June, hoards of school 
children descended on the Lound Lakes reserve for 
the annual Broads Authority Schools Week. Local 
school children from Gorleston, Belton, Great 
Yarmouth and Lowestoft got a chance to explore the 
natural world. Each fun-packed day consisted of lake 
dipping, orienteering, mini-beast hunts and hay raking. 
The weather was wonderful, and a great (but 
exhausting!) week was had by all. 
 
Butterfly and Dragonfly Training  
On Saturday 21st June, the Trinity Broads and Lound Lakes volunteer wardens had 
some expert tuition in dragonfly and butterfly ID from Norfolk Butterfly Recorder, 
Andy Brazil. We were thrilled to see a Norfolk Hawker dragonfly, as well as plenty of 
tiny damselflies. Regrettably, the poor weather meant that very few butterflies were 
on show.  
 

Emperor Dragonflies are commonly seen at Lound patrolling up and down the lakes 
a few meters above the water. The male has green/blue eyes and a blue abdomen. 

The female is predominantly green. Both the male and 
female have a central black line down their abdomen. 
Excitingly, the migrant 'Lesser Emperor' was spotted at 
Lound Lakes last year. These are rarely seen in England 
and a pair were seen flying over the lake in tandem.  
 
 Wildlife garden and Orchard  
In late April the orchard and wildlife garden at Lound 
were planted with cornflower seed mix and is now in 
full bloom with corn cockle, corn marigold, corn 
chamomile, scarlet pimpernel and common poppy on 
show. They are certainly beautiful but perhaps a little 
too wild at the moment!   
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